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Current State of Western Market Integration

• The CAISO-operated Western Energy Imbalance 
Market (WEIM) covers most of the West

• The SPP-operated Western Energy Imbalance 
Service operates in the Rocky Mountain region 
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Piecemeal Regional Coordination Efforts Advance in the West

SPP 
Markets+

CAISO 
Extended 

Day-Ahead 
Market 
(EDAM)

SPP RTO-
West

Western 
Resource 
Adequacy 
Program 
(WRAP)

Nevada RTO 
by 2030 law* CAISO 

Governance 
Modification 

with Pathways 
Initiative 
(SB540)

*While Colorado and Nevada have laws which have been described as requiring RTO participation, at this point, the more likely outcome appears to 
be filings by the utilities in these states demonstrating why an RTO isn’t available or isn’t cost-effective/preferable to a day-ahead market.

Note: WRAP is 
distinct as it is 

a resource 
adequacy 

program, not a 
wholesale 

energy market
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Status of the Three Key Western Market Options Under Development

RTO-West June 2024

SPP filed its tariff with 
FERC (ER24-2184 and 

ER24-2185).

Anticipated 
Go-Live

April 2026

EDAM Aug 2023 Dec 2023 April 2024 Jan 2025

CAISO filed its EDAM 
tariff modification with 

FERC (ER23-2686, Initial 
Filing Package).

FERC approved most of the tariff 
except for the EDAM Access 
Charge (ER23-2686, Order).

PacifiCorp filed its EDAM tariff 
(ER25-951) but there are still 
significant concerns with the 

updated proposal. 

Anticipated 
Go-Live

May 2026

Markets+ March 2024 July 2024

SPP filed its Markets+ 
tariff with FERC
(ER24-1658).

In July, FERC issued a 
deficiency letter on the 

Markets+ filing. SPP has 
responded. 

Anticipated 
Go-Live

Oct 2027Jan 2025

FERC approved the 
Markets+ tariff, with 
minor conditions.

March 2025

FERC approved the 
RTO-West tariff 

provisions.

CAISO made modest updates to their 
EDAM Access Charge proposal and 

resubmitted to FERC
(ER24-1746); FERC approved in June. 

PGE also filed its 
EDAM tariff revisions 

with FERC (ER25-
1868). 

https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_Number=20240604-5135&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20230822-5161&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20230822-5161&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_num=20231220-3093
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20250116-5113&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20240329-5340&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20240731-3048&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20240920-5182&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20250116-3096&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20250320-3063&optimized=false
https://www.caiso.com/Documents/Apr12-2024-TariffAmendment-EDAM-Access-Charge-ER24-1746.pdf
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20240611-3026&optimized=false
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20250403-5095&optimized=false&sid=e4e97990-a10d-4636-b204-b991ae08b821
https://elibrary.ferc.gov/eLibrary/filelist?accession_number=20250403-5095&optimized=false&sid=e4e97990-a10d-4636-b204-b991ae08b821
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CAISO Western Market Participation MapPotential Western Market Footprints

SPP Markets+ Map

SPP RTO Expansion Map
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Current Western Market Leanings & Size Figures reflect Energy 
Strategies’ recent 

understanding of current 
market leanings. Leanings 
are subject to change as 

market discussions 
continue to evolve

Western Interconnection 
load only (does not include 
SPP’s existing RTO’s load
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Comparison of Market Offerings

EDAM

 Joint transmission tariff
 Centralized operational control 

of transmission
 Centralized transmission 

planning
 Reliability obligations at RTO 

level (i.e., BAA consolidation) 
 Co-optimized ancillary services

Markets+

Common Across All Three
 Real-time balancing market
 Day-ahead unit commitment 
 Financially binding day-ahead 

schedules
 Congestion revenue collected for 

allocation

RTO-West & Markets+
 Common resource 

adequacy requirement 
(WRAP for Markets+; 
SPP’s for RTO-West)

Day-Ahead Markets
 Individual transmission tariffs maintained
 Elimination of pancaked rates within the market 

optimization
 Transmission planning remains status-quo
 BAA & reliability obligations unchanged
 Most A/S provided outside market 

(flexibility/imbalance reserves within the market)
 Potential for convergence bidding/virtual 

transactions

14

RTO
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Thank you!
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